
Celebration of the 2021 Climate Adaptation Summit in the Philippines
Every 26th of January to March 2021

The Netherlands, supported by the Global Commission on Adaptation, is hosting the 2021
Climate Adaptation Summit (CAS) which follows the 2019 United Nations Climate Action
Summit (UNVCAS) and as a momentum for adaptation action towards a climate-resilience
future through the United Nation Framework Convention on Climate Change’s (UNFCCC) 26th
Conference of Parties (COP26) in Glasgow in 2021 and beyond, by delivering an Adaptation
Action Agenda for climate-resilient future by 2030. CAS 2021 focuses on eight action tracks
fundamental to the adaptation action agenda: on food security and rural livelihoods, scaled-up
finance for adaptation, resilient cities, climate-proof infrastructure investments, nature-based
solutions, locally led action, water management, and disaster risk management.1

In light of the upcoming CAS 2021, the Netherlands Embassy in Manila partnered with the
Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities to convene a three-part series webinar entitled
“Climate Change and COVID-19: Adapting to Two New Normals”. The three episodes will
highlight key actors In the critical discourse of climate adaptation in the country, and the
challenges we face in light of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Through these events, we will achieve
the following objectives:

● Localize international discourse on climate adaptation to inform and
influence policies in the Philippine context.

● Highlight existing climate mechanisms, challenges and opportunities that
enable local climate action and showcase replicable and scalable climate
actions and strategies from the Philippines

● Encourage discourse and collaboration between various stakeholders
(government, community, academe) across different levels.

● Generate evidence- and context-based recommendations on climate policy
and finance to enhance implementation and find opportunities for scaling up
of adaptation.

[EPISODE 3] Scaling up adaptation through cooperation: linking the discourse on climate
finance and policy | March 26, 1:30-4:30 PM Manila Time via Zoom

The Philippines is one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change. Ranking fourth
among countries experiencing extreme weather events and fifth among countries with
long-term vulnerabilities to climate change recorded from 1998 to 2017, according to the 2019
Global Climate Risk Index by Germanwatch. It is grappling with the creeping slow onset events

1 Full information on CAS 2021, GCA and the AAA, and the Netherland’s hosting can be read
here: https://www.cas2021.com/faq)

https://www.cas2021.com/climate-adaptation/adaptation-action-agenda
https://www.cas2021.com/climate-adaptation/adaptation-action-agenda


such as the increasing temperature, rising sea levels, and reduced or prolonged rainfall on top of
the typhoons and other extreme weather events. Local communities experience the adverse
impacts of these climate events—including stronger storms and floods, salt water intrusion and
contamination of water sources, and destruction of natural ecosystems. Despite these,
communities and the local government units (LGUs) are at the frontlines in this fight.
Furthermore, in 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to plague the Philippines. With the
country-wide quarantine restrictions, local governments have been responsible in addressing
the health and other needs of their constituents.

Both climate change and COVID-19 are two normal that the Philippines and the world are
experiencing. While there are still no studies to show the direct relation of the pandemic and
climate change, the climate crisis must be addressed with the same urgency as the pandemic.
Both require heeding the science in order for actions and policies to be evidence-based and
risk-informed.

Episode 3 of the CAS 2021 webinar series entitled, “Scaling up adaptation through cooperation:
linking the discourse on climate finance and policy,” aims to examine available mechanisms and
initiatives on climate finance for the implementation and enhancement of climate action
mainstreaming across development policies and plans. There will be emphasis on securing
local to national access to various financing opportunities and strategies for resilience building
must be balanced with better accountability on climate tagging. The discussion will conclude
the webinar series as well as provide build-up to COP26 with a call for more local and
international cooperation through various platforms to elevate the discussion of climate
adaptation in the broader policy arenas. Exchanges between distinguished resource persons will
be guided by the ff. questions:

● What is the role of climate finance based on literature and narratives on the ground for
effective local and regional climate action particularly on adaptation?

● What are the current and emerging initiatives to ensure better access, accountability and
relevance of climate finance within the access of national and local stakeholders?

● What are the spaces or opportunities in climate finance that can support the
implementation and enhancement of local adaptation initiatives including climate risk
management and mainstreaming of climate action/agenda in long-term development
plans/agenda?

● How can broader and multi-stakeholder cooperation play a key role in addressing the
current gaps and challenges in climate finance?



PROVISIONAL PROGRAM

TIME TOPIC AND KEY POINT SPEAKER

1:00-1:30 Online Registration Opening slide and reminders

1:30-1:35
Opening Preliminaries
(Netiquette, Agenda overview and
Leveling off)

Moderators:
Francis Joseph Dela Cruz and Angelika
Marie David

Session 1:  Climate and disaster risk financing and the implication of accountability on
national policy

1:35-1:40 Introduction to the discussion and
speakers Moderators

1:40-2:40

Introduction to climate finance
Grant Kirkman
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change

Climate finance mechanisms in
the Philippines

Commissioner Rachel Herrera
Climate Change Commission

Building accountability  for
vulnerable countries on climate
finance

Angelo Kairos Dela Cruz
Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities

Regional platforms of cooperation
for climate finance

Viktoria Seifert
Munich Climate Insurance Initiative

2:40-3:00
Open Discussion
Episode 2 Recap: Video
Highlights

Moderators

Session 2: Local narratives on climate finance: Access and Innovations

3:00-3:05 Introduction to the discussion and
speakers Moderators



3:05-3:50

Lessons and challenges in
accessing sources of climate
finance

Melchor John Largo
Municipal Environment and Natural
Resources Office,

Local Government Unit of  Lanuza, Surigao
Del Sur

Victor Gerald Castañeda
Municipal Planning and Development Office

Local Government Unit of Gerona, Tarlac

Jonathan Litang
Provincial Planning and Development Office

Provincial Government of Surigao Del Norte

Innovative micro and meso-level
CDRFI initiatives

Rose Ruelo Abanto
CARD Pioneer Microinsurance Inc.

3:50-4:15 Open Forum and Wrap-up Moderators

4:15-4:25 Closing Remarks
Reginald Rex Barrer
Climate Governance,
Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities

The materials on Episodes 1 and 2 of the webinar series held last 26th of January and February
are available on the official event webpage and ICSC’s official Facebook page.

http://bit.ly/CAS21climatecovid19
https://www.facebook.com/icsc.ngo

