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SHARED PROBLEMS, SHARED LEADERSHIP, SHARED OUTCOMES
THE URGENCY OF CLIMATE COOPERATION AND 
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Delivered at the 2nd International Conference on Belt and Road Green Development, organized by Renmin University of China (RUC) 
and the China International Culture Exchange Center (CICE) - November 26, 2021 

There is much in common between China and Southeast Asian countries. Unfortunately, this is also 
what is being largely ignored today. 

By discussing shared problems, we get to talk about shared leadership as well as shared outcomes.

What my region and China commonly desire should not come as a surprise to us. We both want a 
gentle and safe future, a prosperous future that is also a future of contentment, a peaceful future. This 
is also echoed in the words of Pres. Xi Jinping, which he delivered at the 30th anniversary of the China-
ASEAN Dialogue last Monday.

“China is ready to increase policy communication,” said Xi, and “jointly promote a regional energy 
transition, discuss the establishment of a China-ASEAN clean energy cooperation center, and enhance 
technology sharing in renewable energies.”

Pres. Xi bared five proposals for mutual development, which included this compelling idea under the 
banner of beauty. In Chinese, the words for wind - 风 - and solar - 光 - also refer to scenery, and Xi’s words 
were about sharing policy experience and expertise to promote blue economic partnerships, stronger 
cooperation in speeding up the transition to renewable energy, and green finance, and investments that 
can accelerate Southeast Asia’s ability to realize resilience and low carbon sustainable development 
objectives. 

It made me recall a remark I came across years ago by a worker in the city of Datong in 2016:

“Coal is the only sector we are good at,” said the employee, “Here in Shanxi, the transition will be difficult, 
and it will take time too.”

It’s a striking comment, because the first part could have been said by anyone in Indonesia. The latter 
part, which talks about energy transition challenges and the patience needed to see the transformation 
through in ways that benefit the working class, could have been mentioned by a worker in Vietnam, the 
Philippines, or Thailand.

I think we have not talked enough about many aspects of life today that we share.

The announcement of Pres. Xi that “China will step up support for other developing countries in 
developing green and low-carbon energy” and that China will no longer build new coal-fired power 
projects abroad was universally welcomed, for good reason. 
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We expect BRI countries to enjoy climate cooperation and energy transition support with China. But 
should we not be concerned as well about opportunities to help one another face transition risks, 
including inside China?

For regions long dependent on coal, do we not gain more when we propose meaningful, sustained 
cooperation between Shanxi and Sumatra? Should we not discuss together a coal-free future for both 
China and Southeast Asia? Should we not rise together and face the grave difficulties ahead together, 
instead of relying solely on the self-interested so-called assistance from the West?

China gains more when it establishes sincere dialogue with neighbors who are similarly situated. We 
are defined by our rich histories and our common resolve to secure the long-term welfare of our people. 
But we are also defined by vulnerabilities to climate change.

The UN Secretary General issued a Code Red for humanity because warming is worsening and 
accelerating, and the impacts mean vulnerable countries will face more intense tradeoffs. Isn’t China 
a vulnerable country too? 

Colleagues, Shanxi experienced its worst flooding since records began. Monthly rainfall in Shanxi 
should around 31 mm in October and yet this year, rainfall reached 120 mm between October 2 and 7, 
inundating and destroying an estimated 190,000 hectares of crops.

Rising sea levels threaten cities such as Shanghai and Guangzhou, while melting glaciers and 
permafrost put at risk China’s water supply and infrastructure plans across the Tibetan plateau. In the 
Philippines, sea levels in the Eastern seaboard are rising at at least twice the global rate, and salt water 
is now invading fresh water supply meant for drinking and irrigation across the country. 

In Henan, torrential rains submerged the province’s agriculture. Vegetables rotted and what remained 
standing became encrusted in mold. In the provincial capital of Zhengzhou alone, around 200 millimeters 
of rain fell in a single hour, killing 300 people. It is a reality the peoples of Thailand, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, and Vietnam know only too well.

We are given a unique opportunity that should remind us that we must take our cooperative work 
seriously, colleagues. It’s time we roll up our sleeves and take cooperation to the operational level. Let 
us advance initiatives together that will allow us to take a different pathway together. 

There is just so much to share and so much to gain when we do so. 

###

Page 2 of 2

https://chinadialogue.net/en/nature/coal-highway-through-sumatran-forest-threatens-wildlife-and-people/
https://chinadialogue.net/en/nature/coal-highway-through-sumatran-forest-threatens-wildlife-and-people/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097362
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/09/intense-rainfall-extreme-weather-northern-china
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/09/intense-rainfall-extreme-weather-northern-china
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/ordinary-people-suffer-china-farms-face-climate-woes-80917271
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/ordinary-people-suffer-china-farms-face-climate-woes-80917271
https://icsc.ngo/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/VSU_SOE_Final_Web.pdf
https://dfa.gov.ph/dfa-news/dfa-releasesupdate/29139-philippines-raises-alarm-on-impacts-of-sea-level-rise
https://dfa.gov.ph/dfa-news/dfa-releasesupdate/29139-philippines-raises-alarm-on-impacts-of-sea-level-rise
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/dozen-central-chinese-cities-under-water-river-banks-burst-2021-07-20/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/dozen-central-chinese-cities-under-water-river-banks-burst-2021-07-20/

