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Approaching Big Problems Sideways:  

Climate Action and Climate Ambition in the Philippines  

 
 

 

Remarks as delivered in the Pilipinas Conference 2021 session entitled ñStrengthening Cooperation for a Green 

& Sustainable Recovery: A Part of EU-PH Trade & Sustainability Discussions 2021" organized by Stratbase 

ADR Institute on 24 November 2021. 

 

 

There is much to say but we have little time, so let me jump straight into the discussion.  

 

Much of what I will share is based on a paper released in August and authored by Dr Toby 

Monsod of the UP School of Economics, Sara Ahmed of the Financial Futures Center, and 

Golda Hilario of ICSC, which will be distributed as part of a book published by the good people 

of the Stratbase ADR Institute. 

 

There we argue for a different pathway to decarbonization, anchored on resetting the 

Philippine NDC so that national imperatives for climate risk resilience and climate smart 

development and global mitigation requirements are better served. We suggest a different 

path to strengthen the Philippine contribution to the Paris Agreement, where adaptation and 

sftjmjfodf!bsf!dpotjefsfe!uif!dpvouszƫt!bodips!boe!tvtubjobcmf!efwfmpqnfou!jut!dpoufyu-!

instead of the incredibly narrow GHG inventory-centric approach. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

BY: RENATO REDENTOR CONSTANTINO, ICSC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

mailto:info@icsc.ngo
http://www.icsc.ngo/
https://econ.upd.edu.ph/dp/index.php/dp/article/view/1541
https://econ.upd.edu.ph/dp/index.php/dp/article/view/1541
https://econ.upd.edu.ph/dp/index.php/dp/article/view/1541


89-B Sct. Dr. Lazcano St., Brgy. Laging Handa, Quezon City 1103, Philippines 
2 

+632 755 1043 info@icsc.ngo www.icsc.ngo  

 
 

 
 
 

 

At the conclusion of the 26th round of climate talks in Glasgo w weeks ago, there were big 

disappointments as well as big gains. Some issues did not move at all.  

 

This is deeply worrisome, because in the context of climate change, winning slowly is losing 

and standing still is moving backwards.  

 

But for the first tim e ever, coal occupied center stage in the UNFCCC agenda. In the six years 

since the Paris Agreement was agreed in 2015, the global pipeline of planned coal projects 

has collapsed by 76%. No New Coal is now the norm. 

 

 
 

The backdrop to the UK meeting could not have been more ominous. You have to go all the 

way back to the Pliocene, between 4.1 to 4.5 million years ago ƨ to find a time when Earth's 

atmosphere held a similar amount of carbon.  

 

An equally concerning backdrop is the trend nowadays which implies all peoples, all countries, 

rich and poor, need to make an equal effort to decarbonize and reach net zero by 2050. There 

are 2,755 billionaires in the world today, up by 660 from just a year ago, and 86 percent 

increased their wealth in the same period. Of the top ten billionaires, eight are from the US. 

The reality as these slides show is some just need to do far more, far earlier.  
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Unless the top emitters per capita 

are ready to commit to achieving net 

{fsp!CFGPSF!3151-!juƫt!ibse!up!

convince developing country 

governments to discard their 

development strategies if only so 

that rich countries Ƨ and billionaires 

and elites around the world Ƨ can 

maintain their state of comfort and 

luxury. 

 

 

 

 

Xf!tjnqmz!offe!up!ublf!uif!xpse!ƮsftqpotjcjmjuzƯ!npsf!tfsjpvtmz-!bu!ipnf!boe!bcspbe/! 

 

 
 

For these reasons, and also based on the latest 6th scientific assessment of the IPCC, it is 

hard to avoid the conclusion the Philippines faces significant tradeoffs when it comes to 

climate action.  

 

If our contribution to the global carbon footprint is small compared to others, it does not make 

sense to throw all our efforts into mainly reducing our emissions, when the threats we face 

our dire, and our capacity to manage the impacts of climate change remains low. We can 

contribute more to the global effort by choosing a different approach, one that would actually 

make sense to long suffer ing working Filipino families, which would also hasten Ƨ as a co-

benefit Ƨ the low carbon development of the Philippine in the short and medium term.  
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Climate change may be bigger than everything else, but it is not necessarily more important 

than addressing poverty, livelihoods,  biodiversity, education, jobs, and securing the good 

health of our citizens. Air quality alone is costing us Php 4.5 trillion a year, or 23% of our GDP 

annually. 

 

 

The pandemic exposed structural 

weaknesses that would have taken 

decades to reveal. All countries were 

unable to confront non -financial external 

shocks. We have lived for so long with the 

tacit acceptance that the only useful way 

to measure progress is through the 

yardstick of productivity and GDP.  

 

 

The absence of resilience when weighing macroeconomic fundamentals explains the massive 

dif ficulties encountered by governments  jo!boujdjqbujoh!boe!nbobhjoh!uif!qboefnjdƫt!efbemz!

collision with daily life. Until we establish resilience at the heart of macroeconomic 

considerations in government and businesses alike, we can expect more existential 

disruptions in the future. The current pandemic will not be the last one we encounter in our 

lifetime and certainly, deadlier impacts from the climate crisis are coming our way.  
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We cannot afford to tackle climate change with a narrow approach. Any emis sions reduction 

strategy must be part of a larger transition strategy focused on achieving sustainable, 

inclusive and resilient economic development.  

 

Jg!uif!qvcmjd!dboopu!jefoujgz!xjui!uif!efwfmpqnfoubm!hpbmt!bsjtjoh!gspn!uifjs!hpwfsonfouƫt!

climate strat egies, the political consensus required to make increasingly difficult decisions 

further down the road will simply be too hard to achieve or if realized, it will be hard to sustain.  

 

We need to get our act together urgently.  

 

 

At a -75% pledge for the period 2020-2030, our new NDC seems awfully ambitious, but it is 

actually empty and troubling. We are committed only to deliver 3.6 percent of this NDC, with 

the rest relying on the largesse of rich countries along with plans that government has yet to 

draw up. Not good. 

 

Uif!OED!jt!pqfsbujpobmmz!efubdife!gspn!uif!dpvouszƫt!fdpopnz-wide climate action priorities, 

plans and programs all of which are driven by adaptation. Benefits from these priorities, 

including global adaptation or mitigation co -benefits, do not factor into NDC targets. This is 

cbe!boe!juƫt!ujnf!xf!qjwpu!jo!pvs!bqqspbdi!jo!psefs!up!fmfwbuf!sftjmjfodf!bt!uif!dpvouszƫt!esjwfs!

in climate action.  
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In the energy sector, we can achieve more by pursuing energy security, stability, and 

affordabili ty.  

 

The next slides will show you it is actually coal that is unreliable and intermittent, and the 

sfbtpo!cfijoe!uif!dpvouszƫt!tqjljoh!fmfdusjdjuz!cjmmt/ 

 

Coal has been intermittent even before the pandemic. Old and new Ƨ all are unreliable. Some 

plants have not been operating since the beginning of 2021. And many of these companies 

have been reaping windfall profits as consumers suffer outages and high prices becaus e the 

coal plants keep conking out.  
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