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Approaching Big Problems Sideways:
Climate Action and Climate Ambition in the Philippines

BY: RENATO REDENTOR CONSTANTINO, ICSC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Remarks ageliveredinthePi | i pi nas Conference 2021 session entitled
& Sustainable Recovery: A Part of ERH Trade & Sustainability Discussions 202irganized by Stratbase
ADR Institute on 24 November 2021.

There is much to say but we havelittle time, so let me jump straight into the discussion.

Much of what | will share is based on a paper released in August and authored by Dr Toby
Monsod of the UP School of Economics, Sara Ahmed of the Financial Futures Center, and
Golda Hilario of ICSG which will be distributed as part of a book published by the good people
of the Stratbase ADR Institute.

There we argue for a different pathway to decarbonization, anchored on resetting the

Philippine NDC so that national imperatives for climate risk resilience and climate smart

development and global mitigation requirements are better served. We suggest a different

path to strengthen the Philippine contribution to the Paris Agreement, where adaptation and
sftjmjfodf!bsf!dpotjefsfeluif!dpvouszitt! bodips! b
instead of the incredibly narrow GHG inventory-centric approach.

A HEMATE  Glasgow is done.
: ﬁ%ﬁgﬂﬂ! Big Gains, Big Disappointments

1N PARTNERSHIP WITH ITALY

¢ 1.5 is alive even if it remains on lifeline watch.

* Historic: after 26 COPs and over 30 intersessional meetings, the main culprit
behind climate change has been named. But...

* Ambition-raising to close the gap for 2030 will now be a continuous process with
annual high-level ambition-raising rounds

* Developed countries to at least double their collective provision of climate
finance for adaptation by 2025

* Agreement on carbon market mechanism for mitiFation and sustainable
d%velopment rules, with 5% proceeds going to vulnerable country adaptation
efforts

* Consensus reached: financing for loss and damage indispensable + mandate to
explore financing options in COP27 to conclude work

* Glasgow Climate Pact, not Glasgow Emergency Pact
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At the conclusion of the 26th round of climate talks in Glasgo w weeks ago, there were big
disappointments as well as big gains. Some issues did not move at all.

This is deeply worrisome, because in the context of climate change, winning slowly is losing
and standing still is moving backwards.

But for the first tim e ever,coal occupied center stage in the UNFCCC agenda In the six years
since the Paris Agreement was agreed in 2015, the global pipeline of planned coal projects
has collapsed by 76%.No New Coal is now the norm.

Fossil fuel consumption per capita, 2019
Fossil fuel consumption per capita is measured as the average consumption of energy from coal, oil and gas per -
person.

United States 66,525 kWh

Australia 64,592 kWh

Japan 35,757 kWh

Germany 33,836 kWh

China 23,373kWh

Philippines 4,593 kWh

0kWh 10,000 kWh 20,000 kWh 30,000 kWh 40,000kWh 50,000 kWh 60,000 kWh

Source: Our World in Data based on BP Statistical Review of World Energy OurWorldIinData.org/energy e CCBY

The backdrop to the UK meeting could not have been more ominous. You have to go all the
way back to the Pliocene, between 4.1 to 4.5 million years agoe to find a time when Earth's
atmosphere held a similar amount of carbon.

An equally concerning backdrop is the trend nowadays which implies all peoples, all countries,
rich and poor, need to make an equal effort to decarbonize and reach netzero by 2050. There
are 2,755 billionaires in the world today, up by 660 from just a year ago, and 86 percent
increased their wealth in the same period. Of the top ten billionaires, eight are from the US
The reality as these slides show is some just need to do far more, far earlier.
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Differences in emissions of rich and poor highlight inequalities

i oxmel okt festyie constampion emissions ornes of CO; per cantidn Unless the top emitters per capita
S are ready to commit to achieving net

Sl e ™ {fsp! CFGPSF!3151-"!"jutgt!
i B i convince developing country

iows| [ ¢ I governments to discard their

s K . y development strategies if only so

Plue I that rich countries 2 and billionaires
e and elites around the world 2 can

dBd’ .:.. i sortom sox @ VS o i maintain their state of comfort and

luxury.

** In G20 countries for which data is available

Visual journalism: Steven Bernard/@sdbernard and Chelsea Bruce-Lockhart/@C_BruceLockhart
Source: Oxfam
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30 years of climate science assessments
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For these reasons, and also based on the latest6th scientific assessment of the IPCC, it is
hard to avoid the conclusion the Philippines faces significant tradeoffs when it comes to
climate action.

If our contribution to the global carbon footprint is small compared to others, it does not make
sense to throw all our efforts into mainly reducing our emissions, when the threats we face
our dire, and our capacity to manage the impacts of climate change remains low. We can
contribute more to the global effort by choosing a different approach, one that would actually
make sense to long suffering working Filipino families, which would also hasten 2 as a co-
benefit 2 the low carbon development of the Philippine in the short and medium term.
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Temperature rise scenario, by mid-century
Well-below 2°C increase 2.0°Cincrease 2.6°Cincrease 3.2°Cincrease
Paris target The likely range of global temperature gains Severe case
Si g for ic loss imp from rising p in % GDP, to a world without climate change (0°C)
World -4.2% -11.0% -13.9% -18.1%
OECD -3.1% —71.6% -8.1% -10.6%
North America -31% -6.9% -7.4% -9.5%
South America -4.1% -10.8% -13.0% -17.0%
Europe -2.8% -71.7% -8.0% -10.5%
Middle East & Africa -4.7% -14.0% -21.6% -27.6%
Asia -5.5% -14.9% -20.4% -26.5%
Advanced Asia -3.3% -9.5% -11.7% -15.4%
| Asean -4.2% -17.0% -29.0% -37.4% |
Oceania -4.3% -11.2% -12.3% -16.3%

Note: Temperature increases are from pre-industrial times to mid-century, and relate to increasing emissions and/or increasing climate sensitivity (reaction of
temperatures to emissions) from left to right.
Source: Swiss Re Institute

Climate change may be bigger than everything else, but it is not hecessarily more important
than addressing poverty, livelihoods, biodiversity, education, jobs, and securing the good
health of our citizens. Air quality alone is costing us Php 4.5 trillion a year, or 23% of our GDP
annually.

Covid is not a black swan event. No country
The pandemic exposed structural prepared for non-financial external shocks.

weaknesses that would have taken N\ =g
decades to reveal. All countries were
unable to confront non-financial external
shocks. We have lived for so long with the
tacit acceptance that the only useful way
to measure progress is through the
yardstick of productivity and GDP.

The absence of resilience when weighing macroeconomic fundamentals explains the massive

difficulties encountered by governments j o! bouj dj gbuj oh! boe! nbobhjoh!u
collision with daily life. Until we establish resilience at the heart of macroeconomic

considerations in government and businesses alike, we can expect more existential

disruptions in the future. The current pandemic will not be the last one we encounter in our

lifetime and certainly, deadlier impacts from the climate crisis are coming our way.
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Expect more frequent, severe extreme
climate events

SIXTH ASSESSMENT REPORT

Working Group | - The Physical Science Basis

Bie s
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Extreme heat Heavy rainfall Drought Fire weather Ocean

More frequent More frequent Increase in some More frequent Warming
regions
More intense More intense Addifying

Losing oxygen

We cannot afford to tackle climate change with a narrow approach. Any emis sions reduction
strategy must be part of a larger transition strategy focused on achieving sustainable,
inclusive and resilient economic development.

Jgluifl!gvemjd!dboopu!jefoujgz!xjui'luif!efwfmpgnf
climate strat egies, the political consensus required to make increasingly difficult decisions
further down the road will simply be too hard to achieve or if realized, it will be hard to sustain.

We need to get our act together urgently.

At a -75% pledge for the period 2020-2030, our new NDC seems awfully ambitious, but it is
actually empty and troubling. We are committed only to deliver 3.6 percent of this NDC, with
the rest relying on the largesse of rich countries along with plans that government has yet to
draw up. Not good.

Ui f! OED!'jt! pgfsbuj pobmmz! ef uhvide cfireate gctiop pribrities,f ! d pv o u :
plans and programs all of which are driven by adaptation. Benefits from these priorities,

including global adaptation or mitigation co -benefits, do not factor into NDC targets. This is
cbe!boe!jutt!ujnfl!xf!qgjwpu!jo! pvs! bqgaqusspzbtdti!!ejsoj!wfss
in climate action.
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In the energy sector, we can achieve more by pursuing energy security, stability, and
affordabili ty.

The next slides will show you it is actually coal that is unreliable and intermittent, and the
sfbtpo!cfijoeluifldpvousztt!tqgjljoh!fmfdusjdjuz!

Coal has been intermittent even before the pandemic. Old and new 2 all are unreliable. Some
plants have not been operating since the beginning of 2021. And many of these companies
have been reaping windfall profits as consumers suffer outages and high prices becaus e the
coal plants keep conking out.
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