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A pleasant day to everyone. It is an honor to be in the same room as 
our esteemed scientists and academic experts in the country who are at the 
forefront of the fight against climate change. I am representing our House 
Committee on Climate Change Chairman, Hon. Edgar Chatto, who is currently 
in Bohol for an equally important event, the Climate Change Policy Forum for 
Local Chief Executives, organized by the committee with the Climate Change 
Commission. 

Before anything else, I would like to congratulate the ICSC, CARE 
International, and Munich Climate Insurance Initiative for successfully 
completing the First Phase of your MAP-CDRFI   Project.    

Climate Change Initiatives such as this are essential for us 
policymakers because legislation must reflect both the needs and concerns 
of the national and local. As such, laws and policies must be well-researched, 
justified, and contextualized; this is where the expertise of scientists and 
researchers proves its essence. In fact, l look forward to hearing about the 
findings from sectoral consultations lead by experts from some of the most 
prestigious universities in our country. 

As an archipelagic country, the Philippines is one of the most 
vulnerable countries to global warming and climate change. As we have 
witnessed in the past few years, extreme weather events such as typhoons, 
floods, droughts, and heat waves have worsened worldwide due to climate 
change. We’ve seen the aftermath brought about by the recent Typhoon 
Neneng in Northern Luzon.  The incident reminded me of our experience in 
Negros Oriental when typhoon Odette hit the province a few days before 
Christmas last year. Not only have we recorded almost 600M pesos worth of 
damaged to infrastructures and services, but we also lost many lives.  

However, slow-onset events are also at play and doing significant 
damage. Communities in small islands and coastal areas in the Philippines 
have already been suffering from rising sea levels and temperatures, making 
action all the more urgent. 

During the onslaught of the COVID-19 pandemic, the country's 
environment was able to recuperate from the harmful gas emissions brought 



       
 
 
 
 
 

about by traffic-causing transport activities in congested cities. There was 
an observed improvement in air quality as pollution levels and the 
importation of carbon-based energy sources declined. While the lockdowns 
significantly affected the economy, they gave us policymakers a lesson about 
sustainability and the potential of alternative renewal energy sources.  

We must increase the utilization of Renewable Energy sources that are 
cleaner and more sustainable while ensuring a more reliable, affordable, and 
secure energy system for all Filipinos. Doing so can carve a path towards a 
more climate-resilient country.     

Indeed, science plays a crucial role in the fight against climate change. 
It helps provide a deeper understanding of climate-related issues and guides 
us on how to act.  Local initiative, indigenous knowledge, and practices are 
also equally important in enhancing our climate adaptation and mitigation 
strategies, as these approached reach the most vulnerable easily and provide 
a sense of ownership for local communities. 

In the Philippine Energy Plan for 2020 to 2040, the country has set a 
35% share of renewable energy in the total power mix by 2030 and a 50% 
share by 2040. To reach such a Clean Energy Scenario in the next two 
decades, we need to spend USD485 or PHP28.55 billion on infrastructure 
investments for renewables. 

A developing country like the Philippines will need the physical and 
financial assistance of developed countries to achieve such a goal. While the 
Department of Finance and the Climate Change Commission are already 
leading this measure through the Climate and Disaster Risk Finance and 
Insurance, much more remains to be done. 

Globally, CDRFI aims to provide social protection, particularly for 
middle- to low-income countries, because it serves as an essential 
mechanism to increase the financial safeguards of vulnerable communities. 
As a developing country, it is our responsibility to ensure that CDRFI 
prioritizes the needs of the most vulnerable sectors in the Philippines. 

With the climate crisis, and as we are moving towards the COP27 
climate negotiations in Egypt this November, it is very timely and important 
that all of us are gathered here today. We have to work together – 
stakeholders from the private sector, academe, development partners, and 
the government – in looking for ways to protect our people. And one way to 
do this is through Climate Finance. Thus, this Multi-Actor Partnership is vital 
to maximize synergies, develop effective policies, demand accountability, and 
leverage more access to Climate Finance in the Philippines. 



       
 
 
 
 
 

I, along with the rest of the leadership of the House Standing 
Committee on Climate Change, commits to doing our part in advocating for 
enabling policies for the protection of the most vulnerable Filipinos to the 
impacts of climate change because everything counts, and everyone matters 
in this fight. 
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