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REMARKS

Joint Meeting of the Clean Technology Fund (CTF) and 
Strategic Climate Fund (SCF) Committees
by Angelo Kairos Dela Cruz, ICSC Executive Director

Remarks delivered by ICSC Executive Director Angelo Kairos Dela Cruz as part of the agenda on the 
operational and governance review of the Climate Investment Funds (CIF) during the Joint Meeting 
of the Clean Technology Fund (CTF) and Strategic Climate Fund (SCF) Committees at the World 
Bank Headquarters in Washington, D.C. last 31 January 2023.

Dela Cruz delivered the intervention on behalf of all observers, including civil society, private sector, 
and indigenous people.

Co-chairs, members of the trust fund committee, colleagues, and fellow observers, good day. I 
will deliver the first part of the consolidated observers’ comments on the CIF’s Operational and 
Governance review, my fellow observers will deliver more detailed interventions later.

First, on transparency and accountability, the Trust Fund Committee (TFC) should ensure that the 
CIF support the goals of the Paris Agreement by adopting relevant standards and metrics, which 
program implementers (i.e. MDBs and government agencies) must adhere to.

Second, on fairness and balance, the CIF must ensure that equal voice and vote for all beneficiary 
countries, donors, and other stakeholders are established and practiced.

Third, on diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) and gender, the CIF must ensure that principles 
and approaches to promoting DEI and gender are integrated in the funding, design, execution, 
measurement, and reporting mechanisms across all CIF projects, programs, and activities.

Fourth, on top of the UNFCCC Paris Agreement, the CIF should also align its thrusts, strategies, and 
operations with relevant UN conventions, declarations, and protocols such as the UN Convention 
on Biological Diversity, International Labor Organization core standards, Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), 
among others.

https://www.cif.org/
https://www.cif.org/event/joint-meeting-ctf-and-scf-trust-fund-committees-tuesday-january-31-2023
https://www.cif.org/event/joint-meeting-ctf-and-scf-trust-fund-committees-tuesday-january-31-2023
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.cbd.int/
https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/un-declaration-rights-indigenous-peoples-1
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Fifth, aside from addressing climate change, the CIF should take the lead on economic, social, and 
environmental sustainability. It should apply natural climate solutions that advance both mitigation 
and adaptation goals and lead the transition of specific sectors (such as electricity, agriculture/land 
use, industry, transport) into resilient and low to no-carbon pathways. It must incentivize emissions 
reduction and resilience building projects and discourage fossil fuel dependency and maladaptive 
practices. It must promote equity and inclusion, ensuring that its projects are responsive to the 
gender dimensions of climate, including the risk of gender-based violence.

Sixth, on integration, lessons from earlier CIF programs should inform the development of Global 
Climate Action Programs (GCAP) and other generations of CIF programs.

Lastly, on independence, the CIF must not be unduly constrained by the operational oversight of the 
trustee provided that the CIF follows the judicious and efficient management of its funds.

Members of the joint trust fund committee, in summary:

We generally agree with the findings of the Independent Report on Phase One of the CIF operational 
and governance review on Administrative and Institutional Arrangements.

We believe that greater integration should be the guiding principle for the structure of the CIF Funds 
and committees. It should strive to simplify administration and to provide a modicum of flexibility 
within programs that have the same overarching goals.

Moreover, the CIF should continue to have dedicated funds for indigenous peoples and local 
communities (IPLCs). The Dedicated Grant Mechanism, in particular, has shown itself to be an 
effective program that adds value by building IPLC capacity and demonstrating local solutions.
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